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A century ago, when Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona outlawed steer roping contests, there was

one place a southwestern roper could go to hone his skills: Cowboy Park, the arena established in

1907 in Ciudad JuÃ¡rez, Mexico, just across the Rio Grande from El Paso, Texas. During the

formative years of rodeo that preceded the first Calgary Stampede in 1912, Cowboy Park promoted

the sport of steer roping and provided a ready training ground for up-and-coming champions. From

its inception until growing political turmoil in Mexico brought the enterprise to a halt, Cowboy Park

kept the sport alive and fostered celebrityâ€”its â€œalumniâ€• swept the first prizes in Calgary and

continued to dominate for some years. This unique institution, despite its significant influence on the

future of rodeo, has until now received scant attention. Through the history he has recovered and

photographsâ€”many published here for the first timeâ€”John Baxter documents and illuminates the

era of Cowboy Park and the early champions who won their spurs there.â€œRodeo fans will find

some familiar names . . . and places hereâ€”Guy Weadick, Zack and Lucille Mulhall, Bill Pickett, Will

Rogers, Fog Horn Clancy, Guy Allen, Dan Patch, and Calgary, Pendleton, and Cheyenne. But most

of the names will be unfamiliar, all but forgotten in the annals of early rodeo. [Baxterâ€™s]

penetrating and original research is underpinned by the use of nearly fifty different newspapers from

around the country.â€• â€”Richard W. Slatta, from the foreword
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"Captivating, well written, and fast-paced . . . Baxter, a team roper and calf roper in his younger

days, knows the sport of rodeo well and puts the reader right there on the edge of the arena." --



Barbara Van Cleve "Barbara Van Cleve"

A century ago, when Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona outlawed steer roping contests, there was

one place a southwestern roper could go to hone his skills: Cowboy Park, the arena established in

1907 in Ciudad Jurez, Mexico, just across the Rio Grande from El Paso, Texas. During the

formative years of rodeo that preceded the first Calgary Stampede in 1912, Cowboy Park promoted

the sport of steer roping and provided a ready training ground for up-and-coming champions. From

its inception until growing political turmoil in Mexico brought the enterprise to a halt, Cowboy Park

kept the sport alive and fostered celebrityits "alumni" swept the first prizes in Calgary and continued

to dominate for some years. This unique institution, despite its significant influence on the future of

rodeo, has until now received scant attention. Through the history he has recovered and

photographsmany published here for the first timeJohn Baxter documents and illuminates the era of

Cowboy Park and the early champions who won their spurs there.

Thank you for having this book available and sending it to my 83 year old Father. It was a great

surprise for him!

this history of rodeo and steer roping is beautifully researched and well written. AS a student of

Southwest HIstory and a buff at Rodeos, this is my cup of tea. Yours too.
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